
 
 

���������	
�
  

 
 

Voice of the Haitian People - Wyclef Jean  
http://yele.org 

Photo Source:  http://www.urbanbeatmovement.com/WyclefJean_II.jpg 
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The first local community portal of CAN - the national shared client and resource disaster database - is 
launching in 10 counties around the San Francisco Bay Area in March 2010.  CAN - Coordinated 
Assistance Network has been in use in large-scale emergencies throughout the country for the last 
several years, and has been used by nonprofit and faith-based recovery organizations to share disaster 
client information with each other to better serve individuals and families affected by disasters. 

 
 
From 2006 - 2009 San Francisco was one of six pilot communities in the country utilizing CAN to assist 
in large-scale disasters and to determine CAN's feasibility on a local level.  CAN went through many 
changes over the years and today it is better suited than ever to collect client information, run reports 
and integrate clients with services and referrals made.   
 
At its core, CAN is a shared database.  Its main goal is to make it easier for disaster clients to get 
assistance from different organizations without having to tell their story over and over again.  With CAN, 
an organization may see what services a client has already received, identify additional needs and 
document the services they contribute - all in real time.   
 
Now that CAN is deploying locally through Bay Area CAN, the system will do more than simply act as a 
consolidated database.  Bay Area CAN has the capability to act as a main portal for preparedness 
organizations to post meeting agendas and minutes, act as a document library, event calendar, post 
attachments, and more.   
 
A significant difference between National and Bay Area CAN is that Bay Area CAN is designed for use 
in local emergencies.  It's intended to be used anytime a county's emergency responders believe they 
would benefit from a collaborative response from multiple organizations.  Whether you have 10 families 
displaced due to an apartment complex falling into the ocean (Yeah, like that could happen) or 100 
individuals in an SRO displaced due to a fire, or thousands of clients needing help in a major disaster, 
Bay Area CAN is a valuable tool to assist the participating organizations.   
 
What's more, Bay Area CAN is designed to allow member organizations to report their status, including 
resource requests, status updates and virtually anything important through the use of Bay Area CAN's 
Sit-Stat Boards.  The Situation Status Boards can be erected in a moment's notice and used to collect 
information coming in from all participating member organizations.  It comes in real-time, is date and 
time stamped, includes the user's identification and can be archived for use in after action reviews.   
 
Bay Area CAN has many partners including American Red Cross, United Way / 211, The Salvation 
Army, San Francisco Department of Emergency Management, Catholic Charities CYO, California 
Volunteers, Nor Cal VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster), local foundations and more.  
What these organizations hope to achieve by supporting Bay Area CAN is a powerful tool that may help 



the nonprofit and faith-based communities support existing collaborative groups, or help establish new 
ones, organized around disaster preparedness, response and recovery efforts. 
 
As system operators for Bay Area CAN, SF CARD has been reaching out to groups and individual 
organizations to demonstrate how Bay Area CAN may assist their efforts.  If your nonprofit, faith-based 
organization or preparedness collaborative would like a presentation on Bay Area CAN, contact us.  
We'll be glad to show you how you can use this powerful tool to push you to the next level.   
 
Contact: Alessa Adamo; Alessa@sfcard.org; 415-955-8946 x230.  
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I got home on Sunday after a week in Haiti and wanted to tell you about my experience.  I was lucky to 
be able to get down there as an individual, as opposed to a member of a sponsored team.  I got a lead 
about a hospital in Port-au-Prince for women and children, Hospital Espoir - Hope Hospital - through 
Susan Partovi, a Family Medicine doctor, who participates in the same medical student tutoring program 
at UCLA that I do.  We met each other for the first time in Miami and got on a chartered plane to Haiti 
along with about 50 other relief workers.   

 
Getting ready to open for business at our mobile clinic.  Photo Source: Paula J. Pearlman, M.D. 

 
The first impression of Haiti from the air is that it's brown.  No trees.  Haitians cook with charcoal made 
from the wood.  The airport had a unsettling military vibe - noisy and busy with lots of American and 
Haitian soldiers from every wing of the armed forces including border control and immigration service, 
helicopters lifting freight pallets and gigantic cargo planes with logos from all over the world.  It's not like 
I expected a chauffeur in uniform holding a sign reading "Drs. Pearlman and Partovi" but I got a little 



nervous when there was no one to meet us. It felt like a war zone and I was ill equipped to problem 
solve, especially because I did not have an international phone.  Thanks to Susan and her blessed 
Blackberry, our ride found us and we were off.  In the van were several other doctors who had already 
been in Haiti, one of whom was part of a big team of orthopoedic and trauma surgeons, 
anesthesiologists and nurses from Pittsburgh.  Their effort was underwritten by a philanthropist who had 
flown them and millions of dollars worth of supplies and OR equipment to Haiti on a private plane the 
day before.  They had one problem:  no place to operate.  And this was a refrain I heard over and over 
again.  The turf wars for use of the OR's between the teams that were already there and those that were 
arriving were fierce.  No shortage of patients, though.  The Israelis, who arrived one day after the quake, 
set up their own M.A.S.H. unit and were operating within hours.  Awesome.  I'm pretty sure the 
Pittsburgh entourage turned around and went home after a few frustrating days. 
 
To continue reading the story, get to see more pictures, and to get a bio on the author, visit our blog at 
http://sfcard.blogspot.com. 
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EW:  I think there is great potential in studying animal behavior to predict earthquakes!!!! 
 
BW:  Even though it's a nice idea, I think that research and our resources (time, money etc.) should be 
focused on more concrete items such as promoting personal preparedness in vulnerable areas of our 
city, strengthening structural building codes and studying climate change. 
 
EW:  I was reared in East Africa. As a child I learned early to pay attention to the insects, birds and 
animals on the savannah. They would always tell one when there was a vicinity change. The insects 
would go quiet, various birds and monkeys would scream, and horses would lay back their ears and shy 
away from the path toward danger. 
 
BW:  Every time a large van goes by my apartment, my two cats go nuts.  My cats even go crazy when 
there is nothing going on.  While growing up, my dogs would start an uproar because of a sound off in 
the distance.  In my opinion, animals make a fuss over everything and anything and if I ducked, 
covered, and held each time they should signs of acting out of sort, I might as well move my television 
under my desk.   
 
EW:  Given this background, I know that animals sense many things before humans do. It stands to 
reason, therefore, that we should not dismiss easily that animals may be able to predict disasters like 
earthquakes. History is rife with accounts of animal predictors. Can we not learn and duplicate those 
animal instincts honed by evolution and Darwin's survival of the fittest principle? 
 
BW: Though I totally don't disagree with the idea that maybe someday science can determine if animals 
can predict an earthquake, the fact is that today there is no strong evidence that support animals 
predicting earthquakes by their behavior.  All creditable scientific experts agree on this.  Link: 
http://gallery.usgs.gov 
 
EW:  An estimated 500,000 detectable quakes occur in the world each year. Of those, 100,000 can be 
felt by humans, and 100 cause damage. 
 



  
Source: http://www.straightdope.com/  
 
I have no doubt that a variety of animals detect earthquakes before they hit. You decide . . . Take a look 
at the dog that was caught on tape at the Humboldt, CA earthquake on January 9, 2010. (Dog senses 
Humboldt Earthquake link - http://www.youtube.com) "Sophie" senses the earthquake 6 seconds before 
it hits.  
 
BW:  Check out this and notice no sign of a quake... http://www.youtube.com/ 
 
EW:  In 1975, Chinese officials ordered the evacuation of Haicheng, a city with one million people, just 7 
days before a 7.3 magnitude quake because of strange animal behavior (snakes, rats, cats, dogs, fish 
and cattle). The unusual animal behavior of various animal types prior to this earthquake has been 
attributed to a rare series of small tremors called foreshocks.  
 
BW:  Please also note that those same Chinese officials used other, more scientific evidence to support 
their decision to make an evacuation order, such as information on the changes in land elevation and 
ground water levels and there was an increase in foreshock activity  
Link: http://www.eserc.stonybrook.edu/  
 
Closing Arguments:  
 
EW:  So, how do they do it? What are the animals picking up on? Most scientists agree that animals can 
sense changes in the environment before humans can.  
 
Here are some theories that have been proposed to explain how some animals detect earthquakes. P-
waves, ground tilt, humidity changes, electromagnetic field fluctuations, low-frequency sound, ground 
water changes, . . . (link: http://www.straightdope.com/). Just because we humans have not figured out 
how animals do it, does not mean we should eliminate the possibility.  
 
Quantum geophysicist, Motoji Ikeya has found that certain animals (like catfish) react to changes in 
electrical currents. Link:http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/ 
 
The question is can we tap into how animals do this with enough advance warning to help avert loss of 
life? 
 
BW:  As I said before, there might be a chance that animals can predict earthquakes, but science does 
not support this theory and it is more disadvantages to all of us to continue to focus on this one myth.  It 
is distracting us from ideas and actions that are based on science and are proven to save lives, such as 
learning more on how to become personally prepared or securing nonstructural hazards that put you at 
risk i.e. mirror over your bed.   
Link:  http://www.seismo.unr.edu 



 
The fact is that, in my opinion, relying on Tarter and Tot (my two cats) to predict an earthquake is like 
relying on the band "the Beatles" to get back together! 
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On a drizzled, rain soaked afternoon on a 
Sunday, First Chinese Baptist Church did 
something that most congregations in San 
Francisco don't normally do - conduct and host 
an earthquake drill!  After services on January 
17th, Rev. Don Ng and Nelson Wong facilitated 
(with Brian Whitlow's, SF CARD assistance) a 
duck, cover, and hold drill, evacuation 
discussion followed by a presentation on the 
use of ICS to over 30 parishioners and staff. 
 
The Sunday drill and presentation comes on the 
heels of a recent staff advanced ICS training in 
October 09 and monthly meetings centered on 
development of their congregational emergency 
plan. 

 
Because of all of their efforts, SF CARD is spotlighting First Chinese Baptist Church for the month of 
February. 
 
Over the past few years, staff led by Rev. Ng and Mr. Wong have been engaged in the preparedness 
process.  When SF CARD ran its Inter-Congregational Emergency Preparedness (IEP) program in 
2008, First Chinese Baptist Church was a member of the 1st cohort.  Thereafter, they stayed engaged 
and spent their allocated disaster preparedness time to reach out to their community, working closely 
with neighbors such as the Chinatown Disaster Preparedness Committee (CDPC), American Red 
Cross, and offered mentorship to congregations throughout the Bay Area such as lending assistance to 
SF CARD's recruitment effort for the 2009 cohort of the IEP. 
 
In early 2009, Rev. Ng and Mr. Wong have accelerated their planning efforts by meeting regularly and 
tackling elements of the Congregational Emergency Plan SF CARD offers.  In addition to all of their 
planning efforts, First Chinese Baptist Church is in a major phase of a building retrofit and they have 
been conducting long-term planning to become a community lead during a disaster.  With all of their 
efforts, it is a firm belief of mine that they will serve the Chinatown community and Community of San 
Francisco well in a disaster! 
 
As of November 6, 2009, First Chinese Baptist Church established their disaster mission statement as: 

The First Chinese Baptist Church in San Francisco ( FCBC) since 1880 has provided spiritual 
care to the Chinatown community.  When a disaster o ccurs, FCBC will immediately care for the 
safety of the church staff and the clients it has o n site. It will serve as a meeting place to offer 

services such as communication, message board, and spiritual care.  
 

In the event that a disaster requires long-term sup port, FCBC will continue to offer services 
described above and additionally, may partner with neighborhood organizations to feed and 

shelter clients, act as a point of distribution for  food and supplies, and continue with any 
services it can provide.  

 



 
Photo of First Chinese Baptist Church Staff Participating in Advanced ICS Training in August 2009.  
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A Suffolk, England inventor looks to help Haiti earthquake victims. A shortage of water is just one of the 
many problems Haitians face. 

 
Haiti Street Scene.  Photo Source: Paula J. Pearlman, M.D. 

The Lifesaver bottle is being used to help with the relief effort in Haiti, following the earthquake which 
killed as many as 200,000 people. 
 
One thousand of Michael Pritchard's Lifesaver water bottles, which make dirty water suitable for 
drinking, have already been sent to Haiti. For more information see their link: 
http://www.lifesaversystems.com 
 
The Lifesaver water bottle effectively creates fresh drinking water instantly from scavenged ditch water 
or other similar source. The Lifesaver water bottle is the world's first, and remains the only, water bottle 
to turn dirty water into safe drinking water without the aid of any foul tasting chemicals like iodine or 
chlorine. It uses a highly advanced ultra filtration system, a 4000UF replaceable cartridge, to remove all 
bacteria, viruses, cysts, parasites, fungi and all other microbiological waterborne pathogens. It can 
handle 4,000 liters (or 1,000 gallons) before the filter needs to be replaced.  
 
View the British Broadcasting Company's (BBC) news clip on the Lifesaver water bottle: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/ 
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If you're interested in finding out about ongoing  trainings, events, & services visit the following agency 
specific websites: 
 
American Red Cross Bay Area:  Training  Schedule for Red Cross DSHR Volunteers  - For more 
information or to register, visit http://www.redcrossbayarea.org. 
 
You may also call 510-595-4444 or email at ARCBADSTraining@usa.redcross.org. 
 
San Francisco NERT : http://www.sfgov.org/site/sfnert 
 
The San Francisco Fire Department Neighborhood Emergency Response Team invites you to  attend 
the 20th Anniversary Celebration . 
 
Where: United Irish Cultural Center 
        2700 - 45th Ave. 
 
When: Friday, February 26, 2010 
       6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
 
We will be celebrating 20 years of NERT training, the accomplishments of the volunteers 
and neighborhood teams and the amazing partnerships that make NERT thrive. 
 
�         Awards program 
�         Hors d'oeuvres & No-host Cocktails 
 
R.S.V.P. by February 22 
Lt. Erica Arteseros 
Email: Sffdnert@sfgov.org 
 
SF Ready:  www.sfready.org or call (415) 487-5000 
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