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‘Clinker bricks’—and a craggy treat. Amid Chinatown's theatrical pagodas
stands a robust surprise: the First Chinese Baptist Church. With roots on the
site dating to 1880, the congregation steered clear of Asiatic flourishes when it
rebuilt after the 1906 earthquake, instead constructing a plain fortress of brick. If
the walls were straightforward and smooth, the result would be as dull as a too-
long sermon. No chance. Instead, they're studded with "clinker bricks™ - gnarled
chunks of masonry that give the structure a medieval air, creating an earthy
counterpart to the colorful show elsewhere in the neighborhood.

First Chinese Baptist Church 15 Waverly Place | Architect: G.E.
Burlingame | Style: Post-earthquake | Size: 3 stories | Date built: 1908
Cityscape is a weekly look at a building or place that makes San Francisco
distinct. ZRFEESCHEFE I, SEBISEIRMBeg 03 HE% SF Chronicle §i#i#5.
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